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SECRET USNATO 0208 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: ALLIED TREATMENT OF EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL 

REF: STATE 1 1498 

f. MISSION IN SEPTEL SUGGESTED THAT DEPARTMENT MAKE PRESENTATION 
ON U.S. POSITION ON EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL (REFTEL) TO ALLIED 
EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON, IN ADDITION TO THE CORRIDOR WORK 
WE HAVE UNDER WAY HERE, PRIOR TO SPC MEETING MONDAY, JANUARY 20. 

2. MISSION SUGGESTS THAT, IN ANY SUCH DEMARCHES, WASHINGTON NOTE 
THAT THE U.S. APPROACH, IN TELLING THE EAST THAT THE EASTERN PROPOSAL 
IS NOT ACCEPTABLE, WOULD ELIMINATE THE RISK THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WOULD BECOME DIVERTED INTO A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF FREEZE PROPOSALS. 
THE NEW U.K. COUNTERPROPOSAL, IN NOT EXPLICITLY REJECTING THE 
EASTERN PROPOSAL, CONTAINS THIS RISK. AMONG THE ARGUMENTS USED 
IN REFTEL, WE WOULD EMPHASIZE THE POINT IN PARA 2-1 THAT THE 
SECRET 
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EASTERN FREEZEPROPOSAL ENDANGERS ALLIED FORCE RESTRUCTURING AND 
U.S. EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN 

ITS FORCE AT AUTHORIZED STRENGTH. THE CENTRAL POINT FOR MANY OF THE 
ALLIES IS CONTAINED IN PARA 2-C, REFTEL, I.E., THAT THE U.S. 
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PROPOSAL WOULD GIVE THE ALLIES A POSITION WHICH SHOULD EFFECTIVELY 
DEAL WITH THOSE SEGMENTS OF WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION WHICH MIGHT 
BE INTERESTED IN A FREEZE. 

MCAULIFFE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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